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., -- « + 13endre , Bulbul Sharma , painter and writer ,

headed the Best Children 's Author category and
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- ' r _ Shobhaa I)e . columnist an(I novelist , ju(]ge(I the
? . Best Debutant category.

\ l_ . 'I'he other jur y members wcm author , Jaishree
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-Raj Jain, CEO , BCCL
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ly.  retary, Sahitya Akademi , Ci tanj a l i  Chatterjcc
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. - (hict ion );  author, Yasser Ilsman (N on -l `iction) ;

r author and journal is t , hlanimugdha Sharma
- " ,I (Non-Fiction); author and comic writer , Ar jun
\ caln(1 (Debut ); Co-founder of Scoop\\hoop ,

__I 1 r' . t . Rishi Pratim \lukherjee (Debut) ; actor , compere

JK Paper joined hands with The Times of -., and director of ' fhe Study School, Shiva»i azfr
/1 Morethan 30 eminent personalities Our love for 'paper ' and a feeling that I'asrich (Child ren 's books) , and author , Ramen-

Ind ia to present AutHerAwards to honour L were associated in the AutHer contributions of women authors , at times, dra K u m a r ( C h i l d r en s  books). 
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Awards ' journey (including Jury, have been inadequately appreciated became the was the. I rocs. ' Validat or Autl  lee

women authors and the ir l iterary works Selectioncommittee,TVepisodeauthorsand genesisofAutHerAwards ,celebratingthe 'Her'in Awards.
Not only did all the jury members shower the

book reading authors) author." participants with encouraging words but they

Amon ix award nes, morethan800 -Harsh Pati Singhania, VC & MD , JK Paper made no efforts to conceal their amazement
[Jr ashi.Mishra @timesgmup.eom gst s cathgo with the quali ty entries that they received and

entries were registered across the country. read. 'fh c night was a woncler lancl with cncrgies
very word that a woman writes has the Total website sessions recorded were dose to tives and in' olves a flawless amalgamation of sen- and tales of inspiration , praise and fervour not
power to change the world's vision an(1 40,000 and the social media page reached about Sati ns and Sensibility . Each word is a rcnection leaving the room for even a second.
alter its trajectory. l en in times of sup- 2.5 million people. of wisdom, passion an(1 haS in it the depth to Vice chairman and managing (lirector , JK
pression , there was no Stopping women. make the reader feel unprecedente(1 emotions. Paper , I Iarsh I 'ati SIi . hania , aptly commente(l ,

No matter the means, whether using pscu(lonyrns \Iember of Par liament and a revered author
or just initials , women authors not only got their took a step in the right direction - all that is what himself , Shashi 'I'haroor , chief guest for the day,
\S'Ord out but a1So accrued the praise they has brought  us here today. We owe it to them. " echoed similar thoughts. "A galaxy of Indian
deserve(l. On the occasion of International Eery time an initiative is taken to uplift and women writers , through their works , have led a
\\omen's Day-1ltareh B, 2020 - .1K Paper present- applaud women , many people feel the need to ask revolution within writing in our country. But the
ed the \ut l  ler Awards ' in association with The 'why only women'? 'fo them , keeping in mind the fact flrndamentally remains, too much of our his- - o

> - - -' 'Ilmes Of India to honour exemplary women .\utl ler.\wardS , \'inita retorts , "To encourage and tort', too man of our stories have been principal ly ti
authors for their brilliant contribution to the liter- recognise women in the field of writing and lit- written by men. Therefore, the way readers look at I `S 
art ' world. erature. %l en are still  seen to have (Iispro- the world has been shape(l and con(litionecl by the ',

',l vlnita Dawra Nangia , executive director and Port ionatc advantage In the sphere of perspec tives of these men. Somehow , the world
curator of the awards, in her opening speech publishin g; despite the fact that pub-
took the au(lience on a journey of the past I f i sh in  g houses employ mostly 
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, an(i reflected On the works of historic women." women than by recognising their

women authors an(1 their struggles. \\'omen authors have a way expressions on paper. AutHer awards is thus _ . 
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"Inferior , obedient , a mistake , fr ail of storytelling that brings envisioned by JK Paper to encourage & inspire
- no. All the se are adjec tives t

1) forth stimulating perspce- women authors to put pen to paper.
L to H: Bulbu l  Shacn  Sanghi  and Shob h a De

'' *̀" ' ' '  women threw out the window _ 
years ago. livery step taken MADHURI VIJAY -Debasish Ganguly, Marketing & "This is a grand celebration of women authors
by every woman back - Communication head , JK Paper who have penned clown their stories and expcri-
t li en  , every time She ences on paper and made an unparal leled con-
raised her voice in tr ihuLion to literature in a world that has been ,
,upport , each time REHANA MUNIR has remained , (lcspite all our pr)gressiveness , a at times , ina(lequat('ly appreciative of what they
she raised her Y. 

male preserve. The experience of what it means have achieved . " I lowever, the world that these
han d tO be L 

1 to be a 'woman ' is channelled through a male women anthors have curatcd for themSelves only
heard , and ; 4 perspective. Today, we am celebrating authentic seemed to be Swarming with love , warmth ande a c h 
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. female voices who inhab it the experiences of

Sonali Bendre , Bolywood actress t i m c ., . women they Seck to portray, something no man
and author S h e i' can possibly replicate Second-hand ." What these AutHer Awards have done is
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r 'I'haroor noted that W'omen s Day an(l an thrown open the opportunity for women to

. \ y award function like this acts as a reminder of express their intimate experiences and concerns
-> , the evi(lent shortcomings of the existing and to reward the best of such writing.
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status quo and the evident probl ems -Nayantara Sahgal, novelist

faced when people are restricted to
1' k :/ a perspective that is short of the

V r real ly important voices of exhilaration for each other.
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