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YEAR-END SPECIAL The definitive annual list of the most influential figures in

Indian cultural is here. Through their work and philosophy,
these men, women and a child have impacted the way

India perceives and experiences art, crafts, dance, music,
literature and fashion. Many achievers are absent in this list
simply because the judges chose only pathfinders who
made landmark contributions this year. Therefore you will
not find Bharti Kher or Amitabh Bachchan, but will read
about Kiran Nadar and Rohit Bal. Many of them are
perennial forces such as writers Amish and Amitav Ghosh,
while new faces like Vivian Fernandes and Lydian
Nadhaswaram stand for changing India in contemporary
times. Yet what unites them all is a common passion and
commitment towards native cultures, revival, osmosis

between then and now and universal empathy for the
manginalised. And some political pizzaz too.
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cvanse a8 the founder president of Kochd Maziris Blennake (KMI),
he made art a common expersence from an editist Anancial asset

mare than six lakh people visited the exhibition last year, He s respons) - b

FLOURISH

Wik agah by (Wear Ferungalamar Pacagpel

ble for putting Kochl an the workd mag with KMEB-—Sast year ho was made
adirector on the board of the Iiter national Blennale Associstion (IHA), »
gobal body of organisers of sach art festivals, The impoctance of belng

Bose Krsshpamachar: was evident in his inchaston in the powertul art

: b / s "3 Power 1( 1 pATLY
magazine ArtRvedens's 2000 Fower 1007 st that features the year's most CHILDNOOD AMBITION

InAuentisl people In the global contemgorary art workd, The end of the To be a dochor

yeur saw the independent artist and curstor come back with a solo

exhibition after a gap of nine boog years, named The Mirror Sees Best in :_',l,'.nl » creste ot

the Dk, 1t was his cnly progect following his mobile museam praject, YOU Create your own

LaVA (Laboratory of Visual Ares) hold botwean 20062011 Like many phécscphy

suocessiiul artists, Bose is an experimentalist which makes him a power COMPLANT T

player on the art scene. At Gallery Espooe’s newest exhibition, 10 Chairs ','.‘: ‘ - ” '

Bose and artist-designer Alex Davis pooled thelr minds to create a chair bk Call: 88077 87878 2
desoribed In Braille on camvas. At the Kochi Design Week held from wwa leserrersid com ’
December 12 to 14, Bose was tsked with cresting srt walls in the city u‘:’-,.—u on e warld /
Art is life, it gives you freedom. 1t's Like a bealing balm. [t makes you map with the Koch e e ey V_.__._.'_____‘ BRSNS TVsh

aware of who you are,” is has mantra. Shennide
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SALDANHA

ocaase he ts the fine Indian arted %0 have beoaght dlueraton public
Bn«wnm—um foemn. A qury of Sudsendan Shetty Dapanita
Sizgh xad Marw [ Sowza saarded SaManto an Artee s Goant o Gaa s
Sevvodapity Arts Festovad 2005, M work wos port of the show ‘Porm,
Metaphor, Memory”, held inald Gea. Saldanta also fratures tn the anmaal
ewt American Commicx’ 2009 edition—a trrach covetid spet Sar an
thtratoe The ictng on the cake was the request by the Sumoss o
toe JiBses Toazmaki o design the end poges of the book as well And be dad
1t wath "N Good Gury”, his villainous crvation tn an artistic saploneon
of @ faroes of good and evil the staple core of 2l comics sorss. The
tmgact of thess recognitions goes beyond honoursg 3 young artist; i

prehi = = The

tratnieg he recenved froem Central Satret Martin's College of Artand
Denggn (London), and e School of Pim Video o Caltfornta bnatitune of
the Arts (Lo Angebes) how gtoen the yourng Goon artist the sdvantage of
applying contemporary thought procmss semd artistic techmagoos. s
wark will now be seen 2t the artat driven’ Goa Open Arts Festoval in
o Febewary 2 new realth ares Setovad thee foctses on comrmunsty
tratlng, local umpact and swareeess aboest socad tenes tn the e
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INSTAGRAY

e Dot Vst experience as the coustry’s most estinest craft activist s helping young Kashaniri
T workers o entreprensrs: as was the viston of the kvde Gandhian sconomist LC 2vin whe
winntind 10 “do soenething for fhe vouth of Kashenlr who wore bocosiing stooe pelters™ This yese: she
toaroduced Kashmirtsat’ 1o the South with an exhibesion at Bengalure. Tyobil is one of the Sounders of
Dewthoar, a Dwitii-Sased non-governmentl organ beation working for the revival of tradiionad s in
India, and has been ot its helm Sor almost four decades now She is the drtving foeve bebind Dasthoar’s

Navtcrw feattrals hold across India: this year at Nature 208

whorwed over 3 100 difServest

skills and wadithons wsing indigenous technelogics, nataral colours. metifs. and mancrials. From
working with Chukan workers of SEWA Lacknow Laman triteds m Karnataka, Art, marrorwork and

Mulu craltswormnes in Kashomly, Kuseh and Bengad, this Padin Shel ownedoe has helped resusciae the

Largest soctor of adir’s economy Bandcrafts. In 21617, her Saet Tiary trecentve on soctal
n‘nukium& i yards of ehegance Like nothing else befoee £ Tyodyl conbodios o post lndia—a
sedf-comfessed Latyens Delhoe who s equally o sase in 2 Delh drawmg room as a1 a0 artkan s hat in
Gujarit. This doyen of S crnis, who wiss boen @ Sew sonile sy of being o Midnight's Chidd, stadied

art in Baroda aed J;
hesstre. Dustiear |

and worked as o freekace desy
cese exchuiliition each year, the

In testiles, graphics. mteriors and the
ity of the products has caly been on the rise

sinoe its mception She is the Sounding trusiee of Connitment to Kashmlr or Ok started in 2012

Under her gusdance, sed desgpén th roovnt crisis in Ksshmin she hoo maraped o bethd b

from flve craftsmen o over 30 now.
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e owrrs. The som of the lepradary French haste counare:

Prazcues Limagn, he drcaded to 3ok beyrmd the corstert of his hame

beand and estabiish his own eondeotdery unit. In the late 19605 2

Sound himsel as 2 19 voar ol expioees in o dingy Varanas: segh
temrtnod where traditsnad eentesadery bnarigers ied  Eroamsoured

enmteordered hame products for @fferens jarts of the warkd Mis
Pronch Indze: ¢ Vistrakaln
chwdnmrnllhrn-un‘nmms-nhmmm‘m
crvene perces that pay hoamage to the combirarion of French sopiae
cation and exotic hadian crafs.

ecate be heversged his positsos o the govertument s custodien of Indin

st Qevugh pubdic private partiership (PPP) at e Versior Baetinale o
Deing the India story on the workd stage. A2 the Baesunade. the Inds
pentlicn’s Bherne was Gandhl whose Liomh birth anmiversary wis coletested
Throsgh the works of artists whe worked with the Mahatma such as
Nandalal Bose. Gadanapak wanes % acoclerane PPP in Indian act liee o Tae
and MoMA. The National Gallery of Moders Art (NGMA) hedd an exhidition
of Brvsaar Sen's work (in Sow Korsa and Chima Fis am is 10 bring et ofl

arouad 3 peroend. The dirvcioe & Srytng to Semilisrtse art o the public
startizg al the schoel kevel Since hin mandste b 1o prosote art education
he NGMA regularly lrvites art toachers from various colleges % eaplain
ek challerges. Nest on The agends 5 %0 educale gover ramenst school
principals oo the lmportance of T efucation in schooks, for which be s
ready 50 offier support. The NGMA plass to lovest i skill tralning with
soudios Sor peintmaking and ceramics for the first time Keeping s mind the
Mo grvernament's foces on the Northeast, Gadanak is carreotly koking
at NE artists 00 exhibes at the NGMA, which will soon open » beanch =
Tripurs in cooperation with the state goversement. He dendged S grante
sculpture st the Natumed Poley Memmorsd in Delhi The vstorstion of e
Juigrer Howw in Delhi which houws the NGMA was cotmpboed to his watch
Thw Centrw showd s igpe fur the of Geadanyah e
gadbery’s flrst Dirvetoe Gernesd o be ghven & Shewe youe extenon.
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INFLUENCE

The Partitios of
I9dia, which plaried
e crisis of chap bace
neent in her ant
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ecuie she s e first art sctivise who

teought Indze wuenen poasters nilo the
lireedight as serious vokoes on thelr own
This vear, the Mussbe based Malani bocurse
the first Indse artist to be aaseded the
anrvead Joan Mirs Prize. which is given to a
comermporiry srtid whose woeks deal with
thezrs atrmase % those of the Sganied
Surrealist. Her sternationad ssanding has
resade her s foroe in raising asaremess shoo
the of the
sweeping the world. She feels an individual
roaist take respona itelity for the colectve
WMalarn is acknowledged e hee longssed
Ing coenmitimest 1o e sdenced and the
Anporsewend”. Her fanily mosed to Indis
when she was oaly 3 year old after Partition
Malaru has worked across pesses —wnll
erveing. irmtdisenn and shadow plas
it projection works and theatre She
rezade her dobbett in the woeld of art ot & tise
when very fese women artiss were being
talked about. Her art feoninism cane %o the
forw after participeting in & group show
calid Throsgh the Looking Ghws'. which
focused solely om women artists in 1508 The
mrap
st from 1957 40 1668, Her works, some
Gatiog bock 10 19305, retaln the feroeness
and rmmess which ts ax relevant 1 today's
corflict drmen woekd as It was before
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BID YOU KNOW™

She = 3 top bndge
player aho repre-
wrted Indu 1 many
worid champesreiupe.
Last year. she and her
Seam won the Gold at
M Cormorentth
Snage Games n
Austraia and 3
Eronde i the barta
PreTsarg A
Azon Games

KIRAN

GENEROUS COLLECTOR

NADA

ocause she promotes the new museum going culture among the Indian publac by establishing India’s first pervate

museum of art. which exhitats modern and contemporary art from India and the subcontment. The Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art (KNMA) pets around 10,000 visitors every year This year the KNMA opened the art season by exhibst
ing ‘Common Course’. a collectson of 500 artworks. and few loans from artists and artists” estates. 2 bumorons record
of caricatures. satire, poetry and political commentaries of four modern artists. The gallery held a spectal exhibition
of 250 architectural projects of well known structural desagner Mabendra Rag to expose visitors to new construction
materials, novel patterns and textures, and Jow cost matersals Nadar started the KNMA with her own
personal collection on display. she owns more than 5,500 peeces of modern South Astan art. To educate the public. the
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Mrnourtvs & Wewoeth bnfis » andy mmess corraltang compeny and the unde direor

ommttmants. Set up = IS 1 wddove S Fonmy eed S 3 Fufeaecml copatticn
within the calture and Sertige sty Ko 2me 3 Grow sy @xpert seryioss thist add
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ecae e b S ancnyTIoRs rebel wh s gragTi) art % expose pertean valees. Thosgh he

s o of Beafan v meont prolfie rwet graffits artods, Dakiu has secemefully remmaned Govhoe
i s deondie Jonyg carver “Omce Be workd knows who Baskisy & Se GAME is OVER?" is his
rfume e e prosncatve 1500 British sreet artist who never revesled his read same. Under the
aztyw merdow TIks Doges 0 Sie over and re gar o public spaces to @read his message a1
Erglad Dewasgrs sond Uris Tha your af the Hydersbad Desggn Week. ha gaestion mark

g ol e made wEd Brve LS apeveied phistic bomes savind singbe use plastic washe
sarity omly St Fhassatn Sagar lake I Des enrty pears, Daku was nabbed by the police S spray patreieg public
tradtiond hores wally, Froes Sew an b b bept bis deniity 3 secret. His art o infensely political. during the
Assma Hassee sgtuton. be Soon Blind Natwe' which showed & Slisiobled pectestr who did st
e e nbersand what e Lokpal Bl was sbout. Ansther time he panned o s oan name by drawig

3 Losss Varmeon Sag o0 3 waill ede 3 gartage dump which he tithed Ruadc Warteee )

rcatiee sk engle-handedly rovived the dying Pictnas art by piving # contempornry bingroge withost comgruenising on the tradseoesd

vocabubey of the craft. Strghal exhibited almont 50 works this year clebteatsg S rvvivad of the 406 ywoerold 2t form, whach
tramdates Loed Krishoa's He storws 3110 wall Sangmge Pichioas osletraoes e detty Shrimaehyt, an st of Lord Kridhna who @ bhelewed
10 e prvont at the Maveli 5¢ e ctgh up i Udagrar Stzghial 3 no ersager to Picvn When e dacted
rowearthing it hdoey she realieed that the et both = quedsty and This bed to the laumch of Pt Tradition &
Beymnd, which showwd over &0 comtersporary Pichval piecms a the Dedint Art Fair this yvor: Stnghal belsrves e best tume for tradesonad
art 1 Jadia (s now, Secate 1t has becoeme asgeratamal &= the new urten collectors. She mderstands that whith the clder poeration e
1 om Pictiead, the younger grosration craves contimporary spinofis. Mer sacome s @ bradging the praeration g tn Pichal appeecs-
thon by talancang the rubm of revtval, svival, cosumeroe, crvatvaty and mass.
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lost frontiers. Ome of the coumtry’s most celetwaned writers | Colonry (Dedhi) house
Eagdinh Ghosh made bistoey 2 the yourgest and asly ndian Engliss
2019 Writer to get the Jaanph Awved—inds's highest baesry honosr. CURTY AEATURE
s 245 triogy which deals with the o trade betwees cokmiad Gowrmet coorg
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weatiw she bs Indlsn fction's ew rsing

star. Boew ansd raised (n Bergalura and
Living bn Horauis, school tocher Madburi
Visey struck it rich avi her detust book, T
Fur Fyid, which begged the €23 lakh JCB
Frize for Litvratare 2000 snd was shortlissed
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