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History and human behaviour, romance and religion, crime and cinema... tales of all 
shades will come alive at the Times Litfest on December 1 and 2 at the India 
Habitat Centre, Delhi. Here’s a look at just some of our top attractions

This weekend, all roads lead 
to the Times Litfest Delhi

A second-term MP, 
Shashi Tharoor has 
previously served as a 
Union minister. Tharoor 
is an award-winning 
author of 17 books, 
which include The Great 
Indian Novel, Why I 
Am A Hindu, and most 
recently, The Paradoxical 
Prime Minister

SHASHI 
THAROOR

The brain behind some 
of the most memorable 
ad slogans like Yeh Dil 
Maange More and Oye 
Bubbly, Anuja Chauhan 
is a best-selling author 
and an advertising 
consultant. Her books 
have been praised for 
the wicked description 
of characters

ANUJA 
CHAUHAN

Amish worked for 14 
years in the financial 
industry before turning 
a full-time writer. Author 
of the Shiva trilogy, 
his books have sold 
over 4 million copies. 
Amish was listed in 
Forbes Magazine’s 100 
Most Influential Indian 
Celebrities in 2017

AMISH

Bestselling author Clare 
Mackintosh has spent 12 
years in the police force. 
She left the police in 2011 
to work as a freelance 
journalist and now writes 
full-time. Clare’s debut 
novel, I Let You Go, was a 
bestseller, and the fastest 
selling title by a new 
crime writer in 2015

CLARE 
MACKINTOSH

Ashwin Sanghi ranks 
among India’s highest-
selling English fiction 
authors. He has written 
several bestsellers, 
including The Rozabal 
Line, Chanakya’s Chant 
and The Sialkot Saga. 
Sanghi is also a winner 
of the Crossword 
Popular Choice award

ASHWIN 
SANGHI

Om Swami is a monk 
and an advanced yogi. 
In 2010, at thirty years 
of age, he renounced his 
business interests — he 
owned an MNC software 
firm — to discover his 
own truth. He is also the 
author of 10 bestselling 
books on spirituality, 
meditation and wellness

OM
SWAMI

Born in 1958, Kjell Ola 
Dahl is the author of 
the Oslo Detectives 
Series. Dahl is educated 
in psychology, law and 
economics. He divides 
his day between writing 
and farming. He is 
inspired by reading, 
hiking, socialising, and 
cross-country skiing

KJELL 
OLA DAHL

Anand Neelakantan is the 
author of the Bahubali 
trilogy. The first book 
in the series, Rise of 
Sivagami, was released 
in 2017 and continues to 
be a bestseller. He is also 
the author of Asura: Tale 
of the Vanquished, which 
told the Ramayan from 
Ravan’s point of view

ANAND
NEELAKANTAN

Ravinder Singh is the 
bestselling author of I 
Too Had a Love Story, 
Can Love Happen Twice? 
and This Love That Feels 
Right. He has edited and 
compiled two crowd-
sourced anthologies 
named Love Stories That 
Touched My Heart and 
Tell Me A Story

RAVINDER 
SINGH

Hallgrímur Helgason is 
an Icelandic writer and 
artist. He has written 10 
novels, the best known 
being 101 Reykjavik, 
The Hitman’s Guide to 
Housecleaning and The 
Woman at 1000 Degrees. 
Helgason’s books have 
been translated into 
14 languages

HALLGRIMUR 
HELGASON

Meghna Gulzar began 
her career as a freelance 
writer for The Times of 
India. She later assisted 
her father on several 
movies. Her film based on 
the Noida double-murder 
case of 2008 – Talvar – 
garnered rave reviews 
and tremendous audience 
appreciation worldwide

MEGHNA 
GULZAR

Born in Patna in 1959, 
Upamanyu Chatterjee 
spent over thirty years 
in the Indian 
Administrative Service. 
During that time, 
Chatterjee wrote six 
novels. English, August: 
An Indian story, his 
best-selling novel, was 
published in 1988

UPAMANYU
CHATTERJEE

Allan Pease researches 
the psychology of selling, 
relationships and human 
communication. Known 
worldwide as ‘Mr Body 
Language’, Allan, with 
co-author Barbara Pease, 
is one of the world’s 
most successful non-
fiction authors and has 
written 18 bestsellers

ALLAN & 
BARBARA PEASE

Ravi Subramanian is 
a banker and thriller 
writer. As a result of his 
extensive background 
in foreign banks, writing 
about banking comes 
naturally to him. His 
novel, If God was a 
Banker, won him the 
Golden Quill Readers 
Choice Award

RAVI 
SUBRAMANIAN

Anita Nair is the 
bestselling and critically 
acclaimed author of 
novels like The Better 
Man, Ladies Coupé, 
Mistress and Alphabet 
Soup for Lovers. Nair’s 
other books include a 
collection of essays titled 
Goodnight & God Bless 
and six books for children

ANITA 
NAIR

Look out for the full schedule in tomorrow’s paper

New Delhi: A shooter, who asked his friends to call
him Dawood, has been arrested for the murder of a
property dealer reported last week from Najafgarh in
southwest Delhi. The suspect, Deepak Gandhi, is a re-
sident of Bahadurgarh in Haryana.

The deceased, Roshan Yadav, was shot twice in the
face at a busy market by two shooters on November 21
as Gandhi and his gang suspected him to have passed
information about his gang to the rivals. They con-
fronted Yadav at his office, aimed at his mouth and
opened fire while screaming —“Isi muh se jyada bolta
tha na.”

Gandhi, an addict, had taken to crime at an early
age. He was short tempered and wanted to establish
himself as the ‘don of Bahadurgarh’. Of late, he had
joined Nandu gang and was involved in several cri-
mes, including extortion, police said.

“After Yadav’s murder, a team led by inspectors Na-
veen and Sunil was formed to crack the case. CCTV fo-
otage of several cameras was analysed for clues. It was
revealed that three persons on a motorcycle had come
to kill Yadav,” said Anto Alphonso, DCP (Dwarka). TNN

Shooter who called
himself Dawood held

New Delhi: An experiment to
bring smile on the face of children
suffering from serious illnesses is
gaining strength in India with
even private hospitals warming up
to the idea. 

The experiment started at the
state-run Chacha Nehru Baal Chi-

kitsalaya (CNBC) in east Delhi in
2016. Under it, medical clowns, vo-
lunteers dressed up as clowns in a
circus, try to cheer up the children
by performing some acts with the
help of balls and hand puppets. 

Recently, Apollo Hospital in
Delhi has engaged a volunteers’
group, Clownselors, at its cancer
ward for children as part of its CSR
activities. “They come every

Thursday and spend a few hours
with the children,” said Dr Amita
Sengupta, senior consultant, pae-
diatric haematology and oncology
at Apollo, Delhi. Medical clown is a
known and popular concept in the
hospitals abroad and is picking up
in India now, the doctor said. 

According to a study published
in European Journal of Paediat-
rics last year, hospital clowns aim
to reduce stress, fear, helplessness
and sadness in the hospitalised pa-
ediatric patients. Several paediat-
ricians from hospitals where medi-
cal clowns were engaged told rese-
archers that in general, they had
positive experiences regarding
how hospital clowns interacted
with paediatric patients and how
children experienced their act.

Sheetal Agarwal, who leads
Clownselors, told TOI that she had
been acting as a medical clown for
the past two years. “I have witnes-
sed how it impacts the children and
even their patents. The small acts
of comic relief change the environ-
ment from gloomy to lively,” she sa-
id. Agarwal started with five other
volunteers at the Chacha Nehru
hospital as a part-time job but now
plans to do it full time. 

A serious illness should not de-
ny any child his basic right to play,
Agarwal said. It is in these frighte-
ning and anxious moments that
these acts and the stimulus they
provide help the most, she added.

No laughing matter:
Treating little ones,
one joke at a time

FUN THERAPY: According to a study,
hospital clowns aim to reduce stress,
fear, helplessness and sadness in the
hospitalised paediatric patients

DurgeshNandan.Jha
@timesgroup.com

HC seeks govt’s reply on priso-
ners’ early release : Delhi high
court on Thursday sought respon-
se of the Delhi government on a
prisoner’s plea seeking direction
that the LG be provided with all
the material relating to prematu-
re release of life convicts for his
independent consideration. Jus-
tice Najmi Waziri was hearing a
lifer's petition which claimed the
premature release of convicts ser-
ving life term was not fairly dealt
with by the Sentence Review Bo-
ard of the Delhi government. PTI

New Delhi: A woman allegedly bit
off the finger of a sweeper for wal-
king past her house in central Delhi’s
Mandir Marg. 

The woman, who works as a swee-
per, lost her ring finger.

DCP (New Delhi) Madhur Verma
said that a case under IPC Section 326
(voluntarily causing grievous hurt
by dangerous weapons or means) has
been registered on Wednesday at
Mandir Marg police station.

The victim, Usha alias Manju told
cops that on Monday afternoon, she
finished sweeping one block and was
walking towards the adjacent lane
when a woman, Sarita, sitting outsi-
de her quarter told her to stop.

Usha said that the woman alle-

gedly told her that she cannot walk
past her house. Sarita told her to take
another lane to go to the next block,
which led to an argument between
the two women.

“She started hitting me, and sud-
denly grabbed my wrist and bit my
ring finger. As he howled in pain, she
continued to chew on it and bit it off,”
the woman said, adding that Sarita
spit out the finger afterwards as the
neighbours gathered around.

The woman was taken to Ram Ma-
nohar Lohia hospital, where she is
undergoing treatment. The woman
gave her statement on Wednesday. In-
vestigating officers said they are qu-
estioning the accused woman and
are also probing the neighbours.
CCTV footage from the area is also
being scanned.

Woman bites off sweeper’s
finger in central Delhi

Sidharth.Bhardwaj@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A man who had masterminded the
murder of a realtor in outer Delhi’s Ranhola in July
was arrested along with his two associates on Tues-
day. Their fourth accomplice, Sahil Tomar, had be-
en arrested in August. The men had shot dead Ra-
jender Goel on July 28 outside his under-construc-
tion banquet hall over a property dispute.

The arrested men have been identified as Sunil
Punia (29), Nitu Malik (23) and Pramod Bishnoi
(30). Punia, the prime accused, is a resident of
Nangloi. He had a long-standing dispute with Goel
over a 1,150 square yard plot in Nihal Vihar. He plan-
ned the murder with his cousin Sahil and friends
Malik and Bishnoi after Goel started construction
on it.

The two parties had tried to resolve the issue thro-
ugh discussions in January, but failed to come to a de-
cision and filed counter complaints with police. Cops
advised Goel and Punia to take the matter to court af-
ter which the latter filed a lawsuit
to claim the property. TNN

Three arrested for
realtor’s murder
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Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India (DFCCIL) is
schedule 'A' Public Sector Undertaking under the administrative

control of Government of India (Ministry of Railway)
The Company invites applications from the retired emp loyees of Indian
Railways of Traffic (Operating), Civil Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
Signal & Telecommunication Departments , on need based on
re-employment basis through a "Walk- in -Interview for New Bhaupur Khurja
Section (near Tundla) at New Bhaupur, New Kanchausi, New Achalda, New
Ekdil , New Bhadan , New Kakhanpur , New Tundla , New Hatras , New
Daudhan and New Khurja and New Rewari-New Marwar section of WDFC
at New Chandawal, New Haripur, New Bangurgram, New Saradhana, New
Kishangarh, New Sakun, New Phulera, New Pachar Malikpur, New
Srimadhopur, New Bhagega , New Dabla , New Atoll, New Rewari.
"Walk- in -Interview " for forming a panel will be held from 10.00 hrs.
to 12.00 hrs at Ajmer on 06.12.2018 & 13.12.2018, Jaipur on
07.12.2018 & 14.12.2018 and Agra on 13.12.2018.
The detailed criteria/application form may be seen at DFCCIL
website at www.dfccil.gov.in
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PART OF FCTG AUSTRALIA • 30+ STORES IN INDIA • 20+ CITIES • OVER 1 MILLION CUSTOMERS
'T&C apply: Above rates are 'Starting from ' per person based on twin sharing basis. Blackout / High Season surcharge if
applicable to be paid extra GST as applicable. Prevailing ROE as on the day of booking wll be applicable. Price va0d for travel
until 311 December 2018. For any franchisee queries. write to us at fray ii . traveltouriki
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Deemed to be Univers ity (Do-novo Category) undo, Section 3 of the

UGC Ac- , 1956 and An adtonomous Institution under Ministry of Food
Process ng Industries , Govt of India

Plot No . 97, Sector-56 , Phase - IV, HSIIDC, Industrial Estate ,
Kundll -131028, Sonepat (Haryana)
Phone No. 0130 -2281020 , 2281076,

Email: gaurav @niftem .ac.in Website : www.niftem.ac.in

Walk-in Interview for Medical officer on Outsourced basis
Re` .: No:- NIGeA/GA12018143 Date: 30.11.2018
Walk-in irterview is scheduled to be held at NIFTEM on 0611212018 at
10:00 AM for engagement of an efficient, experienced and competent doctor
forthefo lowing post , to be depoyed on outsourced bass .

M0
1. Medical Officer 01 Rs 65, 0001-

Fordea Is rega'dng qualification , experience, general condt ions. appl cation
format etc , please visit ourwebsite vrow nittem. ac.!n Registrar

General Insurance
Corporation of India.... (A Govemmert of Irda Urderlal6r9)

(SIC Rc Suraksha , 170 , J. Tara Road,
Churchgate. Mumbai - 400 020

FOR APPOINTMENT OF
OST CONSULTANT FOR

THREE YEARS

Proposals are hereby invited
for the Appointment of GST
Consultant for GIC Re
operations for the tenure of three
years . For details, please log on
to "http :// www.gicofindia.in "
from 16.00 hrs on 301" Nov. 2018
For any enquiry contact:
Ms. Lakshmikala Ragupathy,
Deputy Genera l  Manager.
Tel.: 91 22 22867322/22867327
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We are interested in Education Institutions for expansion.
Following are our requirement:
• Approx 2 acres or more Land parcel. The land should

be with clear title and in municipal limits of the city.
• Any running pre-school & school having Local I

ICSE / CBSE I IGCSE I IB board with appropriate
permissions.

• Existing management education institutes having
AICTE and appropriate approvals.

• Any 10+2 Institution & Degree college offering Arts,
Science, Commerce , Management or any other
stream with proper aff iliation with local Universities.

• Any Private University having approvals on place.
• Any Autonomous Colleges or other institutions

with NAAC.
Interested parties may contact us on
Email: romil.dsouza@gmail.com

Mini6 pro
Designer

A 
Mft?

fi*
r : c t o r - 9  No i da

Mob. 9999824931
ALPS: Ashirwad , D-1 Green Park, New
Delhi-16 Mob:9871117455 ,9810888773

9//s/org comes alive a/ The Go//age
Cottage in association with

Aadyam Handwoven
(A UNIT OF GRASIM JANA SEVA TRUST)

invites patrons of Indian heritage and craft to come
and experience our home collection from the weavers

of Bhuj, Pochampally and Varanasi.

30th November - 9th December 2018
at

Central Cottage Industries Emporium
Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan

Beside Janpath Metro Station Gate No 3,
Janpath , New Delhi - 110001
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Open All Seven Days including
Like us on Follow us on #CentralCottage Sunday (1 O a.m to 7 p.m.)
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