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AUTHOR ASHWIN SANGHI IS
BACK WITH YET ANOTHER
THRILLING STORY THAT
REVOLVES AROUND
SCIENCE FICTION AND
HISTORY. HOWEVER, THE
AUTHOR IS HESITANT TO
CALLIT FICTION

© NAYARE ALI

shwin Sanghi's Keepers
Kalachakra is as explosive as a
bomb ticking in your hand
chapter springs an unpredictable
surprise. It falls in the realm of sci
ence fiction based on histe
and is set against the b
terrorism. But the author is hesitant
1o call it fietion. “Possibly. But then you know what, I'm
not sure if it's really * s

eventually proves
ined. But at the prese

tion b ory. mytholo
aff 15
Theoretica book 1s heay
ily inspired by the world of
quantum physics and expounds
the theory of quantum twins
To reveal more would be killing
the suspense factor in this racy
read that takes you on an unbe
licvable roller ride
exploring Islamic, Hindu and
Buddhist philosophy even as

he objectively highlights the {3343 IR Ry
negatives in every religion
But before we delve deeper |AMANAIIAEG
eligious history, one

lp but fantasise
uantum twin A EEPERS OF THE
at is at once both  KALACHAKRA
exciting and scary h

“Let me put it this way Tt ¥

odds of not having ASHWIN SANGHI
tum twin somewh: :

the universe are infinitesi. 399, PP 420
mally small. We often forget Westland
that our sun is just one star

among the two hundred to Publications
four hundred billion stars

in the Milky Way. We al

h
y

conveniently overlook the
consists of two trillion galax
were to represent th
Earth, then Earth itself would proportionally be
the size of a billionth of a pinhead. How is it poss}
ble that we can even entertain the notion that we are
unique or separate?” he counter questions

plot is intriguing right from the onset
Random but influential heads of state with ultra lib.
eral views are bumped off in official gatherings.
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The odds of not having a quantum twin somewhere else
in the universe are infinitesimally small. We often forget
that our sun is just one star among the two hundred to
four hundred bilion stars in the Milky Way
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But there are no ation attempts. They fall

instant prey to a mysterious iliness that alarming
out in highly secure environs
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by real lifo eadors ke the American Presidont anx
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the C M. even though he may h
«l mmm! m ge and physical features. Is he wor-
ried about |h|' amific
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Keepers of the Kalachakra paints an alarming but
true picture of high powered individuals employ
ing psychological tactics and blood chilling games
in order to protect their individual faiths. The book
though written under the realm of fiction touches
upon sensitive topics like world conflicts, terror-
ism, religion and heads of states, We can't help but
wonder whether Ashwin worries about the
implications of writing such books in
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from rl\lh.lull I)m'> the author feel that a sim-
approac] happen in other countries too,
including our own? “That is always a danger and
we must be vmr and watchful. Take Turkey, for
dily seeing it move (mm secu

wa .uul creating an nlu-nunw \lm
ba ul on an alternative religion. It must necessari
1y le in thy ntaining its equidistance from
all religions.™ he asserts.

Masoud’s two-ps ed solutions that ask Islamic
countries to go after terror havens and exterminate
terrorist masterminds and also find ways for mod.
erates to reclaim their religion from hardliners is
alid. But one wonders how the book is fikely to be
percelved in Muslim countries. “1 belleve it will be
np‘m\’lmul Most of my friends who are Muslims
hold opinions and views that are in line with those
presented in the book. The world has changed and
educated Muslims around the world are hungering
for similar change. Could we have imagined sus
significant reforms in Saudi Arabia for instance?
he confidently questions.

s lachakra is both fierce and
intense with savage imagery. How long does it take
the nulhm to let go after the book has been

written? “Once I'm done writing a book,

the real world, where The Hoss "} take off my writer's hat and put on
Padmaavat are embre il igng my marketing hat. Once I plunge
versies and_bans. “There is no myself into marketing, I find that
writer who does not worry about going the all the residual emotions of the
such Issues, What | try 10 do is opposite book evaporate rather quickly!”
throe things: one, 1 try fo and creating an he adds,

approach the subject with a sense state lcrum of this novel lies

of respect so that it is nnmm in
my writing; two, | try to c
the topic as mmun-h
that | Jea
three, I try to |ln)\'llh' a Im of .|Il my
sources so that anyone who has an
issue with the material can visit or read
the original source material,” he expl

The introduction of the character Masoud at
frequent intervals s pe imarily to debate about
existing violence in m: “There are those who
say that radical I<l:m n is mmt'lhm;.' within the
doctrine of Islam itself. There are others who say
that this terror is agi tually the consequence of
Western interferes

The passages at ponndu points in the book objec
tively l!l‘l\\ 1lll(‘num| to the flaws in the Islamic
world. But usly draws the
reader’s rllu'llv !l\ to destructiv ors in other
religions too. here are those who say that there
are enough passages In other religions that are
equally violent as some In the Quran. The Bible
Torah h.m- many passages that talk of storming
and Killing

Why did /\~hv.m foel the need to clarify that simi
lar flaws have been committed by other religions
t0o? Was he playing safe as an author? “| wanted to
drive home the fact that most religions have had a
violent element in their past — to a lesser or
greater degree. If we cannot acknowledge that,
then how is the world to move forward?

Muwud one of the protagonists who appears to

pla
Tevealed at the very end), makes a valid point when
he says that Islamic states are unable to separate

The intro

laci rophesy that
p world will descend
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der uhcmvr this
Is the l\'.lllly the world might actual-

ly face? “1 don't think that it will play

out. The world understands that any such

conflict would be disastrous for the very survival
of the human species. Thus, it is incumbent on
world powers to ensure that polarisation is reduced
and temperatures are cooled,” he says optimistical

The plot mm narrative is gripping and makes you
sit on the seat. It is inevitable to ask
Ashwin if an movie > prodiucer spproached him to
buy the rig book for a film. “Sure
iy, The Krishna Key is under development

ajor studio. The Sialkot Saga is boing

director Hansal Mehta for a series. And
Chant has just been optioned to yet

Cau
casily ad. "
This Interaction cannot end without asking the
clichéd question: Would Ashwin call his immediate
family his worst critics or b\‘sl fans? “Both y
maternal aunt is usually one of the first readers of
a manuscript and Is ruthle: I hor observations.
The same applies to my wife and my elder brother
But the v book in the Bhara rhw is very
different. For 1nmh~ 1 do not expex
enjoyed The a Key to lov Thc mnlkm Say
E et 106 1ach of & Tealioh oF uRresschable’ expec:
tation he confesses.

Currently, The
Knishna Key is
under
development
with a major
studio. The
Sialkot Saga is
being scripted
by director
Hansal Mehta
for a series. And
Chanakya's
Chant has just
been optioned
to yet another
studio. | believe
that The Knshna
Key is best
suited for a
movie because
the story pans
out within a few
daysand is
easily adapted



