INTERVIEW: ASHWIN SANGHI

‘Writing is an art, crime
writing is a craft’

Ashwin Sanghi

ESTSELLING AUTHOR Ashwin

Sanghi has just released Private

Delhi, the second book in the Private
series, for which he collaborates with Ameri-
can author James Patterson. Speaking with
Namrata Rao on the sidelines of
therecently-concluded Noir Litera-
ture Festival in Delhi, he talks
aboutthe challenges of collaborat-
ing with another author and the
futureof the crimefictiongenrein
India. Edited excerpts:

How does the partnership with
JamesPatterson work?

It's a fruitful partnership. James
is the world’s highest-selling

two people can have thesameopinion. There
are alsothose who have loved the Private se-
ries... Sowhoisright? Maybe all of themare.

Is there an increasing appetite for crime
writing and reading in India?

Yes andno.Yes, inthe sensethatincreasingly;
more writers are exploring the genre. No, in
the sensethat Englishfiction is still dominat-
ed by romanceand mythology. The change is
visible, but slow. If you visit a book store in
Londonor New York, you will find thatcrime
thrillers rule the charts, accounting for a
large chunk of the titles. That is not yet the
case inIndia. Asfaras Indiansreading more
desicrimefiction, thereason israthersimple.
When you read Stieg Larsson, Gillian Flynn,
LeeChildor Paula Hawkins, you are reading
about alien countries and people. There is
something make-believe... With Indian
thrillers, you arereadingstuff that youcanre-
late to. For example, wesee pristine laborato-
ries in CSI, but that is not the case in India.
Morgues in the West are not as filthy as the
ones here. Police investigation and medical
examinationalso work rather differently

What are your thoughts on the experi-
mentation that’s coming in the crime fic-
tiongenreinIndia?

I am happy to see desi writers moving out of
their comfort zones. While writing is an art,
crimewritingisacraft. Thusit’simportantfor
desi writers to be creative within the bound-
ariesof the genre.In every genre, you will al-
ways havesub-genres sprouting. It'samatter
of time before every genre will explode into
many sub-genres. In a space like
mythology;, for instance, for a long
time, people like Amish Tripathi,
Anand Neelakantan, Devdutt Pat-
tanaik and I were all clubbed to-
gether Today, Devdutt is attempt-
ing toexplainmythology insimple
words. Amish is attempting to
retell mythology with his own
twist, Anand is telling mythology
fromtheangleof notthevictor, but
onewho haslost. And Itakemythol-
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writer and having written two ;. o 4ercona ogy and spin it into amodern con-
bookswithhim,Icanseewhy Giv-  aspwinsanghi temporarytale... Frankly, theseare
enthat India isalien territory for — pengunRandomHouse totally different spaces, but they
him, wusually the plot idea Pp416 areallclubbedundermythology.So

emerges from me (in most other 9
instances, it is James who offers

it). I write the first draft of the
manuscript with the second and third
drafts written by him. The challenge, to a
verygreatextent, is getting the plot. Weend
up going back and forthseveral times.

A certain section of readers are of the
opinion that the Private series doesn’t
match up to your solo books...

The people who say this are maybe coming
froma place where they are used to reading
Ashwin Sanghi when he is at his best in the
spaceof mythologyandhistoryThemoment
youeliminatethoseelements,theysay it’stoo
dry Idon’tsaytheyarewrong. Butforanycre-
ativework, beitamovie, book or painting, no

basically, sub-genresare anatural
outcomeas themarket grows.

Whatisthefutureof crimewritinginIndia?
Very bright. And not just in English fiction.
Thenon-fictionspacehasalsoseenhitssuch
as Aarushi by Avirook Sen. In Hindi, there
arealready established writerssuch as Ved
Prakash Sharma and Surender Mohan
Pathak. What we are now seeingis an inter-
est in crime writing in the English fiction
space with writers such as Novoneel
Chakraborty, Uday Satpathy, RaviSubrama-
niamandPiyush Jha. AsIsaid, romanceand
mythology dominatethechartsasof nowin
India, but thatinflection point will definitely
come.Weareseeingthefirstgreen shoots. We
justneed tostay oncourse.



