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Tales from the past

Supreeta Singh

Your favourite author:
Salinan Rushlie,

Iive words Lo describe your life:

Iwill give vou four W o describe my
life, Lhey ave work, wife, wridng and
whisky!

The boolc vou read last:

1vre Limperar of all Maladics: A
Bwgrapive of Cinscer by Siddbariy
Muklerpee, I°s @ncinernhib’e siare

One mythological character that vou
would like to meet:

wearnled Tike ta el Krishing fiards
down. Taersare si marny vhiaracters
from mythalogy who arouse our curios-
i but nonge like Krizhna. e has kept all
of us confused witk his various avatars
the playTul child, the: cunming nenisler,
thie frvolous Enaer, he rormanlic inlernest
in Radha and tae friend in necd, antang
others. Thatswhy [ decided to rocus my
book The Knstma K around his charac
WL

The best compliment vou ever got from
atan:

Someone wrote 1o me saying thac he
wits not able w sleep beccuse my book
kept him awake Ul the wee bowrs ol e
morning. I had to s<ip one day ofoftice
to finish Chananua'’s Chant!

An average day in your life:

I weake ap al Jamn and write Gl a0,
Toer from 1 lam e 7pe, Fspend Bime
lecking after my business. 1 have a rather
pachetic social lite, taarks o my books,
comne home, listen w somme good classical
nse, crink somewhisky and wrine
sanme rnore, o Seomdays, Tavvane iny
time 1o my family. Tvery vear, howeeer, 1
take fowr weeks off from everything and
conzentraa only onoary haok. This fap-
poens whin the novel is nearing s eond
and 1 have to add “he last touches and
finish tae book.

How the writer’s persona has changedl:
Wiiters were o biendd Ta be pul s
pedestal and woirshipped. Whatevera
well knower aathorwrate, wes consid
ered sacred. Some bocks talked at you
rather than to vouw, Loday's generadon of

wliters is mare democratic. W live in an
atmasphere chat fasters a connection
with readers. We talk to cur readers and
understand whas chey want te sead.

Writing to vou is:

Meditation. [Cs my wav of escaping into
a tantasy worle, Its very relaxing and
heps me to uawind, Many people sk me
why | don’ take npwriting Tioll-tire, R
thens il will become o chare, a daily jol
and wen't remain my passion anymere,

‘Turning Chanrdove'’s Chent into a [ilo:

The Inpges! challenge we are Tacing
righit ey svithe hie Bl isoseirh thae sevig.
Infact, as we talk, che third versian of the
seript is being dnelised. See, the book is
dividdead ine o time zones — thase al
the histarival characier of Chanakya and
the contempiorary nnc. So, artistcally, we
have ta showvs botl to establish the can
necticn. And a fibm is only chree hours
o, o pueverylthing inlo thal sho-o
spantal drne is the eal dillicn oy We ane
vet o finalise the lead character vean can
eftortlesshy titinto both the reles. Ha has
o ook earthy and intellizenc. [ am keep
ing my fingers crossed,
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A quick chat with
author Aswin
Sanghi about

his life, love and
new book, The
Krishna Key




