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What's the story behind you self-
publishing your first novel, The Roza-
bal Line?

I'wrote The Rozabal Line
between 2005 and 2006. After 1
completed writing it, I sent out
letters and manuscripts to a few
hundred publishers and literary
agents. Unfortunately, no one
seemed interested. A new
print-on-demand service, Lulu,
had just kicked off in America.
Ali you needed was a PDF file of
your manuscript and a basic
cover design and Lulu would
make your book available on all
major book-retailing websites
such as Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, WH
Smith ete, without
charging any upfront
fee. They would simply
take a percentage of the
revenue from subse-
quent sales. I ended up
selling just around 500
books through the
self-published route, but I
enjoyed it because it was an
opportunity to learn every-
thing about the book trade.

Aro there any rules that need to be
Kept in mind?

Seif-publishing is an easy route to
getting your work out into the
public domain, but it places a
greater responsibility on the
author with respect to the
content, quality, editing, cover
design, pricing and promotion.
Treat self-publishing as a serious
endeavour to get all the elements
right. If you keep your expecta-
tions low and your commitment
high, you might just be one of the
few lucky ones to strike gold.

What kind of reception can one
?

expect

You should keep in mind that
Bowiers — the agency that
assigns International Standard
Book Numbers — indicated that
over 2,11,269 self-published books

)

were released in 2011 alone. While
most new authors tend to look at
success stories such as Amanda
Hocking or EL James, the reality
is that the average self-published
title sells around 100-150 copies,
bought mostly by the author’s
friends and family. No main-
stream newspaper or magazine
wants to read or review a
self-published title, so getting
visibility is almost impossible.
Distribution tends to be limited to
online stores. It is important to
understand that self-publishing
takes the pain out of getting
yourself out there, but once you
are, it’s rather difficult to make a
living from it.

So what can you do to get yourself
noticed?

Well, I got active on Twitter,
Facebook and my blog because
there was no other way to get

3: Decide on a service
provider that you will
use for sel-publishing.

2:Find a professional
editor and get it
edited. This is critical.

8: Upload your
document, cover etc.
Wait for your book to
appear on book retail-
ing websites.

myself
heard. I knew that newspa-
pers and magazines would

not read my book, so I

reached out to blog-

gers who reviewed \
books. I even created ff 3 Start marketing
my OWIILI'I video tr(aliiler your book through
using iMovie an ;

uploaded it on the social media and

YouTube. There's no
limit to the creativity
that you can bring to the
marketing endeavour.

How much does it cost, and what kind
of profits can you expect?
Publishing directly on Amazon
Kindle costs nothing upfront
because Amazon is more interest-
ed in getling a share of your
revenue. Most self-published

& Create the document
that needs o be uploaded
to the service provider’s
computer. This will vary
according to the
platform.

T: Decide the price at
which you wish to sell
Remember that self-pub-
lished eBooks are avail-
able af very low prices,

word-of-mouth.

models work on similar principles
but they offer you various

add-on services, which are
chargeable. For example, editing,
proofreading, typeseiting, cover
designing services, additional dis-
tribution in bookstores ete. it is
entirely your choice as to how
many of these you really'need.




